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Sermon - Jeremiah, The Weeping Prophet (wk 2 of Pastor's Heroes)
Scripture - Jeremiah 124-1O, Jeremiah 2O:7-18

Main Message - His passion for peopte even through constant ridicute and rejection is a persistence
that is fitled with [ove.

Read Jeremiah 1:4-1O. Jeremiah saw the doom coming because God had chosen him to be a prophet. ln

today's terms he woutd be the guy out on the street corner with a sign saying, "Repent, for the hour of
judgement is nigh!" The difference might be that Jeremiah was chosen by God and at a young age. His

writings were atso read by Daniel who actuatty did go into captivity.

From a Pastor's perspective, I have a [ot of respect for Jeremiah. He was [iving at a time which was often a

spiritual, wastetand. The peopte of Judah onty gave [ip-service to God and didn't fottow the true spirit of
God's Hoty Laws. He never gave up. He never quit. He used the exampte of the destruction of the
northern kingdom of ShiLoh as an exampte of what coutd happen 400 years prior. Mostty, no one [istened.
The book of [amentations comes from Jeremiah. lthink that is how he poured our his grief over his
peopte. When you know something that is of vital importance and no one listens, the temptation is to give

up. Jeremiah never did. lt was not an easy [ife, but it definitel.y was a God honoring one.

Read ler 2Oz7-18 -This is incredibte, reat, honest and quite sobering. Another reason why I tike Jeremiah

is that he was genuine. l'm doing the job, I don't atways want to do the job, there is often no joy because I

am ridicuted, and yet I am bonded to serving the Lord. They through him in a dungeon without food and

King Zedekiah had to command they get him out. Nobody wanted to tisten.

Read )er 26:12-15 - He spoke the truth to the peopte and to the [eaders/princes. He toLd them and totd
them. His words were so unpoputar that many wanted to simpLy see him shut up, permanentty. lt's
getting Like that today. No one wants to be faced with the truth especiatl,y when it is catting out their sin.
Jeremiah catted out the sins of the nation at large and the peopte didn't Like it. What was their sin?

1) ldolatry and worship of Fatse Gods Like Baatand Motech and they participated in chitd sacrifices.
Today, we might cattthat the Abortion crisis. What happens if you cat[ out people for kitLing

chiLdren. They attack you and ridicute you. lts touted as heatth care.

2) MoraL lnjustice was rampant against widows, orphans, foreigners, the poor and atl who coutd not
easity defend themselves. They exptoited them a[t. Work for l,ittLe or no pay, scammed those who
were vulnerabte. Today we see scammers about preying on anyone and everyone. Justice, He who
has the money and connections, witl never be hel.d to account any longer.

3) FaLse Worshrp and Hypocrisy. Oh, they went to the tempte and went througn the motions by

attendance and sacrif ices when there was no heart in the matter. Gee, lwonder of that happens
tod ay?

4) AndofcourserejectingGod'sprophetsandthewarningsandcounsel,theybrought.Theprophets
were mocked, ridicuted and sometimes kitled for speaking the truth. Uttimatety the prophets were
correct, but the peopLe didn't [isten. This ls my biggest heartache these days.

Anyone tiving today coutd be a .Jeremiah. The trick is doing it year after year, decade after decade
regardtess of the current king or administration. WE atl need to feel as committed as Jeremiah to
speaking out the truth. One day, sudden destruction wi[[ come upon us a[t.


