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Sermon -The Greedy One - The Peopl,e we meet ,,n k. f
Scripture - Joshua 7
Main Message - Greed destroys you and everyone around you. Don't be Greedy.

True Story- Once upon a time at IBM here in NY a guywas hired to do a engineering job. Back in the day
this location was HUGE! Over time, Endicott started to stow down, became inefficient, and peopte went
out looking for a job. I hired a person to work for me and one day she tol.d me this story. A guy was hired to
do a job. He showed up on his first day, did att the necessary paperwork, got estabtished, attended the
orientation meetings for a few days, and when it was time to go to his job assignment, he didn't show up.
The ptace was growing so fast, no one noticed. Howevel for a decade, his satary continued to be
automaticatly deposited into his bank account. Onl,y when tay-offs began to start did they find out this
situation.

Here's one that happened at my company. We made a consumabl.e product, a crystaLthat had el.ectricat
contacts coated with gol.d. The purchasing manager bought the goLd, sent it to production to coat the
crystats in a vacuum chamber. There was always teftover gotd in the crucibte, but not much. Heck, no
one wit[ miss a coupte of grams of gotd that was teft in the crucibte. So this went on for quite some time
and the purchasing agent fueted his drug habit and stol.e the residuaLgotd. We had during these years
layoffs, Limited raises and other such things. He eventualtywent to jait. Of course in these cases the
company never gets back what was taken.

This is the probtem with Greed. lt's a bad sin. lt affects everything and everyone around you. lt i-sn't done
in isotation yvithout harm to others. lt is not a victimtess crime.

Here is an interestingstoryabouta guynameAchan in.loshua 7. God had given specific instructions at
every encounter about what was to be taken, what is [.e't behind, who was to be teft ative and who was to
::'..=C.Aclan'sgreeddidaLotof damage Thischap:er:al..esptaceaf:er.Jerlcho,,.,'aslaKen.

Read Joshua 7

Thisreatl'yhappened. lt'snotjustafabte.Thisgu. existed,Jerichoexisted,JoshuaExisted.Thepeoptel
totd you about atso existed. The damage done b=3ause of Greed atso existed.

Everyone around him was affected and especial,, his famity which was stoned with him. Harsh? Yes it
was. But sometimes the infection has to be c,t c Lt and removed.

Today, we must atso honor God by not being fitted with Greed. Greed has no good pLace. How do we
hand[e a greedy individual.? Wett, these days we aren't going to stone them. However, they can be cut off
from the peopte. Greedy peopte witl, atways break a moral Law of God. We can pray that his sickness be
taken frorn them. We must give att who sin a chance to repent, but ignoring it won't work. They witt think
they are'r','inninEland that no one knows or cares. They rnust be confronted. Now, we must atways watch
our o'itr'll heafis. We understand greed for money. We must atso understand those who are greedy for
afiention" fon status, for knowtedge, even for food. ln at[ cases the greedy person is a consumer of way
'nc': :han their fair share. Root out greed in your character and give it to the Lord and repent. d


