
t/t/xr
Sermon - Communion Message
Scripture - Mathew 26:26-3O, John 6:31 -35,47-48, 1 Cor 11:25-34
Main Message - Be Amazed, penitent, worshipful,.sorroMul or any other emotion the Spirit teads
you.

For a Christian, Hoty Communion can take on many meanings. Today's Message, suggested by a

congregation member, might give you some different peispectives on this very important sacrament.

We are ctose now to the time that Jesus was crucified and the cel,ebration of His resurrection. A
remarkabte thing happened just prior which we atl know as the Last supper. We witl, be reading some of
these scriptures at the Tenebrae Service on Thursday, Aprit 171h at 7PM btw and I encourage you to come
to that very meaningful. service. You get a "taste" of that today, no pun intended. The Seder on Friday
coming up is a Jewish Tradition that looks at the bondage of Egypt and their retease from stavery by God's
mighty hand. Of course we connect the symbots and in+agery to that of Christ. This tast supper as we cat[
it is the Last Passover. Keep that fact in mind.

Read Mathew 26 - The probtem with anything that we do routineLy, is that it becomes routine. So this is
an excettent reminder for us to cetebrate communion proper[y and with intention. First though, [et's
consider the etements of the bread and the wine.

The Bread that is Jesus body is a spiritual truth, not a physical, one. ln John chapter 6, Jesus tel,ts us
pointedl.y, that he is the bread of Life and the bread he passed to his discipl.es was his spirituat body,
which was who[e and comptete within the person of Jesus. When he gave it to His disciptes, they
uttimatel,y oecomb the riatff"d'Chiili:Uie todhciatiOn ijithi ihurch and in 50 days when the Hoty Spirit
came unto them, they were able to do God's work. We are the body of Christ. Where Jesus was comptete
and perfect, we are not and so we need one another. When we celebrate communion and eat the bread,
we are to remember our rote in the body of Christ and to futfitt it. We together are made comptete. He
bore atl the suffering in his body so we, through faith, might also have that power.

The Gup - This cup, fi[ted with wine, the disciptes drank and then Jesus tel,ts them this is His Btood, which
is shed for the remission of sins. The Jews woutd certainl.y understand the fact that until, the high priest
sacrificed a perfect [amb and sprinkte its bl.ood on the attar of God, there was no forgiveness of sins.
Jesus of course is our high priest, He was perfect and He shed his bl.ood, once for att. lf you read in
Levitcus you can see they through bLood over everything. On the day of Atonement which is in the faLt, the
High Priest woutd sprinkl.e btood on the mercy seat. Life is in the bl,ood and without it we won't be
redeemed. So when you drink this cup, you are remembering what was done on our behal.f and that
you've been redeemed of your sins.

Read 1"t Corinthians 1 1 -Warning - don't take this unworthity. You don't take this for physicaI reasons,
but spirituaI ones, so if your heart is troubted by some sin, act or deed that confounds your spirit, its best
to not take it. This is not for those who do not betieve. There have been times when I have not taken it.
However, Jesus wants you to take it and remember. lf you reftect upon yoursetf, you can have any number
of emotions, and aLt of them are val,id if they are from your heart. God can handte the truth of where you
are at. If you shed tears of gratitude, smites of gratitude, or contemptation of His Gtory, its ail. good.


