
sermon-rhe Reward 7/7'r
Scripture - 1nd Cor 2:6-16, 1 Cor 15:39-5g
Main Message -what are the rewards for being a christian? It is beyond our understanding, but it is there for
those who [ove him.

For years and years most of us have done some type of work and we were rewarded for it. who works without a
reward? Even vo[unteers are rewarded. lt may not be money, but it can be satisfaction of a different.ort- lrtor.
atways resutt in some reward. As a Christian, do you betieve/work for a reward? lt is a comptex question and can
make you think about yoursetf and about God and about the exampte of Jesus.

Let me read this scripture f rom 1nd Gorinthians, which pau[ recites f rom the Book of lsaiah 64.

There are two important distinctions here. Those who are inspired by the spirit and those who are not. It is atways
the case' You betieve it or you do not. The spirit that moves betievers is of God. That is your first reward. lt,s up toyou to listen, up to you to act upon your betief, up to you to grow in the grace and knowtedge of our Lord and Savior.

with that first reward comes the knowtedge of your eternat satvation. r tike to think that nothing compares to that
reward' lmagine for a moment eterna[ tife. we can read it, hear it, but white in our mortal form, we cannot futtygrasp it, but at least we know it. which takes us back to vs.9. lt occurred to me that eterna[ [ife, we which we have
heard is not the gift of eternal [ife, so there are other rewards from God that is for us that we don,t know. so, is the
message done? Not quite.

The rewards from God to us who betieve has atready begun. Too often we forget that. Look att the way back to vs. 6
& 7' Those new in their betief, who have not yet matured are stitt working out the futtness of watking in the Spirit,
with that Spirit comes PowER NoW not [ater. Those with a mature faith watkthis tife in power, not in fear, watk in
the futtness of [ove, not hatred, and watk with a heart of service, not in negtect. Those who are mature watk in
peace, righteousness, and hotinell and not because of our own making, but because of the spirit who moves us.

Just tike the gifts God has given us, so atso is each of our gifts untike that of others. This is the futtness of the Body
of christ' My rewards witt not be your rewards, and God has taitored them to us individuatty as onty our Father can.
overcoming the wortd in each of our individuatistic ways is a demonstration of futtness of our Lord. I can in no way
tett you what those gifts are. So is the message done? Not euite,

lf you think you are going to ftoat around in heaven eternatty with a harp in your hand, wett think again - untess of
course that is the reward you are hoping for. Rev 15:2 does tett us that harps are given to those who are overcomers
by their victory over the Beast that is in the wortd. so, yes there are harps and why woutdn,t we ptay music to
cetebrate the Lord' with a song in our heart that bubbtes out tike no other. This is how 1"r cor 15 tetts us what it
means to take on the imperishabte. Your Body witt be renewed. Your body witt never hotd you back tike the one you
are in now does' our ftesh is weak, causes us to sin, that is why we must watk in the Spirit. lt is why I desire for you
to grow as I desire it for myseLf as wett. we are att in a process of maturing and growing. But is that att?

I was asked to do this message, and I thought to mysetf, wet[ there isn't much in the Bibte to go on. But when you
took for it, there actuatty is a tot. so much so, that I coutdn't possibty put it into a singLe message. witt I do a series
on it though? No, because I want you to search for it. A christian may start out wanting the rewards of eternat tife.
Understandabte' But the mature christian is a servant of the Lord out of Love and rhanKutness and not because ofreward. But I witt [eave this last piece of God,s word with you this day.

Rev 21-1:7

But before that, there is work to be done.


