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Sermon - Marriages, Anniversaries, and God

Scripture - Psalm 40:1-5

Main Message - Days, years, and even decades can just run together, but a cetebrating a

marriage anniversary as the Hoty Govenant that it is, reminds us of God's love toward us.

It is certain[y easy... to easy to get into a rut ano let time pass on by without ref tecting on the

wonderf uL gifts given to us by God. We can become too busy, too distracted, too setf-absorbed witr

our own interests and then tcok up Une day an,J say, "what happened to our [ife." To share a tife with

anuther who is bound to you by God's Hoty Covenant of marriage is a gift beyond btessing. The

memories you devetop, the times spent togetner atone or with otl;ers, the foundation by which your

famiLy is made, and if it is God's btessing, the chitdren you raise to become adutts to carry on your

memory after you have gone.

Read Psatm 40

Vs 2)This room is fitted with those who have battted through good times and drificutt times in order

to have this btessing that we often take for grantecl. That the incompLeteness that rs in our heart is

made more whote with another individuaL's trust and dedication as a tife long spouse. Just tike vs 1

of this psatm says, he brought rne up out of miry ctay and set myfeet upon a rock and estabtished

the direction of my tife. This is what christ has done for us. He aiso kncws many of us need an extra

hand. This is the marriage covenant.

Vs 3. We shou[d daity thank God fo:' his blessings. We shoutd wear our faith openLy for atl to see'

Thls we shoutd aIso do wirh o"ri ma.riage. This bond !s always under atlack. These davs, people's

thoughts on marriage distitt down onty to cluty and monetary improvements. These things do not

make sing for joy, or pr"aise openty the gift of marriage. lt is hard work. lt is sornetimes very difficutt,

but for those who do not give in and keep the Lord a centraI part of tlreir mari'iage, others wit[ see

the vatue and that there is nc f iner way tc navigate this wortd than 'irrith 3 partner of whom you have

shared so much. Then they atso wil.t have hupe for a f uture.

Vs 4. Trr.rst in the Lord. shoutd be easy, but we sin and iorget that this trust is a[[ important. Trust:ng

in the Lord means that you a[so trust in whc has brought into your tife to share tho 5i'essings and the

chaItenges. Trusting in each other means that you indeed cio tri"lst in the Lord.

Vs 5. When you stop to think about it, you coutd n't even begin to recal.t ait the good times, a[[ the

btessings, attthe joy. l'm sure many of you have reminisced about the goocl times gone past and its

good to do that. An anniversary is a good timc io recat[ those things. I witL say this though, do not

forgo making more memories at every stage of your tife even as we near the end. This keeps the

spice of life ative and wett. Don't put your marriage into the grave tc' early and miss the opportunity

to continue Living with the btessing of marriage.

Today, I deviated from the opportunity to do more parabtes because today Randy and Debbie

cetebrate 50 years of marriage. We cetebrate with them today, but many here can celebrate aLong

with them. Even if your spouse has passed c n, or you are not yet married, or you may never be

married, never forget that the LORD is with you each and every day and in every conceivabte way.

Do not negLect his most vaIuabte rel.ationship in the wortd. But tet today be a day that we aLIfeetthe

joy of God's btessings. Our future is devetoped by reiationships. Maximize what 1ou have'
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