
Sermon - Stay Focused
Scripture - Mathew 24 bits and 25:1-13
Main Message - Don't become tired, bored, tackadaisica[, deceived, confused, or anything
other than keeping your eyes on Jesus

There wit[ come a day when Jesus wiLl return. lt is a common theme in the Bibte and is easier to
identify in the New Testament than in the otd. Sadty, there are many who onty say it is a figure of
speech, or a concept of some sort, rather than the actuat physicat return of Jesus. This woutd be
one of those deceptions to hetp keep you asteep. Jesus warned us time and time again, but one of
the most poignant descriptions is in the parabte of Ten Virgins.

Read Mathew25-1-13

WeLt, these virgins represent those uvho are oetrcthed to the bridegroonr. Today we woutd cattthem
Christians' Some stayed focused. Some fett asteep. Onty those who stayed focused and didn,t fatt
asteep were wetcomed to the wedding feast. This isn't the enemies of God, but those who ctaim to
betieve, but just didn't stay focused and drifted away for whatever reason.

Now this Parabte came right before the one we did last week on the Lord who teft for a tong time to
return and evatuate his servant's dedication. Recatt [ast week's message. Some didn,t do anything
with what they were charged with. They were cast out, just tike the virgins who did not have enough
oit in their [amps.

Why did Jesus give his disciptes these parabLes? The best way is to go to the prior chapter and Look.
It att makes perfect sense when y6u read it att togethel but I witt onty hit the high points to make this
point abundant[y ctear.

The disciptes desperatel.y wanted knowtedge in chapter 24 and the very first thing.lesus says ctearty
is this in vs. 4-5. Take heed that no man deceives you, for many witt come in my name, Saying, I am
Christandshattdeceivemany.Continuingneartheendofthechapterfromvs 42-s1.

Jesus is saying, do as I command and don't drift away and fatt asteep. lt is interesting that many
consider the parabtes difficutt. lt is simpty a picture image of often time what Jesus has just said to
drive the point home. lt is easier to remember this image of '10 virgins than the 50 vs containing att
manner oi tnings in chapter 24.

So what does fatting asteep reatty mean. Here are a few ways. He gave the parabtes to demonstrate.
Being Deceived by "retigious authority" .... Vs 24:5 andvs.l 1.... manywilt come in my name.
Losing Heart by not recognizing God's timetine 24.6 ... it's a troubled world in which we live.
Faiting the test of persecution - Mathew 24:9-10... afflicted and betrayed is the day,s meal.
Love grown cotd - Mathew 24:12 ... The faithfut don't falt in step with the world's sin.
Not enduring to the end. Mathew 24:13. AKA giving up

You see, those who are listening, paying attention, being ditigent take seriousty these warnings. I

share them with you to inspire you to continue through every test and triat and why? Because I love
you and witt risk tetting you the truth because Jesus totd us this very speciat statement from the
book of Mark chapter 1 3 vs. 23. But take ye heed: behotd, ! have foretotd you att things.
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